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Adult Learning Key to Community Cohesion

The riots in Britain earlier this year have been a stark reminder of what can happen when communities lack leadership, learning opportunities and hope. Dr Jo Lake, Director of Adult and Community Education (ACE) Aotearoa says adult learning is vital for the health of New Zealand communities especially when times are tough. 
“Many people know about the economic benefits of adult learning but wouldn’t necessarily make the link between adult learning and strong, vibrant communities. Many communities in Aotearoa have been transformed through community learning initiatives provided at central locations such as a schools or community houses. Learning centres can be a one - stop- shop for meeting health, welfare and learning needs,” says Dr Lake. 

During Adult Learners’ Week/He Tangata Mātauranga, October 31 - November 6, adult learners, educators and providers will celebrate the benefits and diversity of adult learning on offer in Aotearoa. The week of celebrations will be launched at Putiki Marae in Wanganui on November 1. 
New Zealand has a strong culture of adult learning and every year over 250,000 people take part in some form of community learning. This year’s celebration includes a new initiative in which learners will share their inspirational stories via the ACE Aotearoa You Tube channel.

When sharing their stories, learners talk about improvements in speaking, reading and writing English, using computers, understanding numbers, and speaking Māori. Social benefits include better self-esteem, greater tolerance, confidence and career prospects. Learners also say they have greater participation in their communities as a result of their learning. They want to give something back.

The Government priorities for Adult and Community Education (ACE) include literacy, numeracy, English language (ESOL), Te Reo Māori and sign language. A diverse range of community education providers all over New Zealand offer learning in these core areas and many others. Those courses which are not eligible for funding are often run by volunteers. 

Adult Learners’ Week/He Tangata Mātauranga, October 31 – November 6 celebrates all adult learning whether it’s upskilling for a better job, preparing for further study, improving life skills or getting fit and having some fun. ACE Aotearoa Director, Dr Jo Lake says community learning is never more important than in tough economic times and yet this is often when funding is reduced and people without the resources to take up  learning opportunities are left to their own devices.
Adult Learners’ Week/He Tangata Mātauranga is organised by ACE Aotearoa.
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